
 

 

 
 
 
 
January 28, 2008 
 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
The National Restaurant Association, founded in 1919, is the leading business association for the 
restaurant industry, which is comprised of 945,000 restaurant and foodservice outlets and a work force of 
13.1 million employees, generating estimated sales of $558 billion in 2008.  We strongly support the 
bipartisan economic stimulus package and urge its immediate passage without amendment. 
 
Not only are restaurants the cornerstone of the economy, they are also the cornerstone of career 
opportunities and community involvement.  Nearly half of all American adults have worked in a 
restaurant and 32 percent of adults got their first job experience in a restaurant.  Eight out of 10 salaried 
employees in restaurants started as hourly employees and the restaurant industry employs more minority 
managers than any other industry.  Furthermore, more than nine out of ten restaurants are involved in 
some type of charitable activity. 
 
The key to restaurant industry is demand growth and a healthy economy.  The economic stimulus package 
provides such an opportunity by appropriately targeting relief to those consumers who are likely to put 
money back into the economy quickly.  A strong economy also depends on small business.  The business 
tax relief provided in the economic stimulus package also helps to grow restaurant industry demand.  This 
package creates an incentive for businesses – especially small businesses – to invest in their companies 
and provide jobs to Americans. 
 
Again, quick action on this economic stimulus package by Congress and the President is key to ensuring 
these tax breaks help Americans.  Some in the Senate have talked of changes to the legislation.  We urge 
Senators to move swiftly to avoid delay in enactment, even if it means no amendments to the package.  
We cannot risk delay in help to the economy or further erosion of consumer confidence. 
 
This economic stimulus legislation is a broad and short-term package that is timely and targeted but does 
not address longer-term and industry specific tax concerns.  The National Restaurant Association looks 
forward to working with the Senate on passage of our longer-term tax priorities, such as accelerated 
restaurant depreciation, as appropriate in another tax vehicle.  We strongly encourage immediate passage 
of this economic stimulus package. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Gay 
Senior Vice President 
Government Affairs and Public Policy  


